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WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF WORLD PRODUCTION AND! TRADE WR 45-83 


WASHINGTON, Nov. 9--The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. De- 
partment of Agriculture today reported the following developments in world ag- 
riculture and trade 


GRAIN AND FEED 


SPAIN is reportedly stepping up grain purchases because of reduced 
feed grain supplies and increased feeding of wheat. Recent attempts to pur- 
chase French soft wheat have apparently fallen through, opening up the possi- 
bility for the United States to meet Spanish import requirements. Spain has 
authorized wheat imports of up to 750,000 tons. Some 100,000 tons of French 
wheat had been contracted; however, the transaction apparently is blocked be- 
cause of difficulties in French compliance with Spanish shipping require- 
ments. An additional 450,000 tons of French wheat were under consideration, 
but the deal reportedly did not materialize because of inadequate European 
Community restitution levels. The United States could sell substantial quan- 
tities of grain to Spain if offers are competitive. Price is a key factor in 
selling to Spain, along with the use of Spanish ships, if available. 


OILSEEDS AND PRODUCTS 


INDIA's 1983/84 peanut crop is estimated at a record 7.3 million 
tons, according to the U.S. agricultural counselor in New Delhi. The revised 
forecast puts the crop marginally above the previous record of 7.23 million 
tons harvested in 1981/82 and sharply above the drought-reduced 1982/83 crop. 
Record yields are expected as a result of favorable rainfall distribution in 
July and August, as well as timely rains in September and early October. 
kharif (fall harvested) peanut prospects are reported good to excellent in all 
major producing states. Also, an expanded rabi (spring harvested) peanut area 
is likely as farmers are encouraged by ample availability of irrigation water. 


HKEKKE 


INDIA's total oilseed production for 1983/84 is estimated at a record 
14.4 million tons, up from 12.2 million in 1982/83. During the same period, 
vegetable oil imports are expected to decline somewhat to 1.115 million tons 
from 1.157 million in 1982/83. Soybean oil imports are forecast to decline to 
325,000 tons in 1983/84, down from 450,000 tons the previous year. 


Forecasts of a bumper peanut crop caused a steady downward trend in 
the prices of peanut oil and other vegetable oils in India in October. Trade 
sources expect peanut oil prices to continue declining through December. 


-more- 
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European Community buyers have been hesitant to enter into contracts 
with Indian peanut exporters because of fears of unacceptable aflatoxin lim- 
its. Limited EC market interest in India's hand picked select peanuts has re- 
sulted in India's export offers being lowered to $300 to $400 per ton below 
U.S. prices on world markets. 


HKKKK 


SPAIN's Council of Ministers has approved an edible vegetable oil 
regulation for 1983/84 that maintains the maximum annual quota on the domestic 
consumption of soybean oil at 90,000 tons. With the disincentive of price 
controls. that tend to favor domestically produced olive and sunflowerseed 
oils, it is doubtful that soybean oil consumption will reach this maximum lev- 
el. Soybean oil consumption is expected to be limited to food processing 
uses, and competition from Spain in world soybean oil markets will continue. 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 


AUSTRALIA's Bureau of Statistics has revised cattle number estimates 
as of March 1, 1983, to 22.471 million, down 8.5 percent from March 1982 lev- 
els. Sheep and lamb numbers were estimated at 133.186 million, 3.5 percent 
below year-ago levels. 


HHKEX 


The NEW ZEALAND Meat and Wool Board has estimated beef cattle numbers 
on June 30, 1983, at 4.58 million, 7 percent below year-ago levels. Total 
sheep numbers were estimated at 70 million head, slightly below year-earlier 
levels and the first decline in seven years. 


COTTON AND FIBERS 


The 1983/84 SYRIAN cotton crop is forecast at 750,000 bales, approxi- 
mately 3 percent above last year's 726,000 bales, according to the U.S. agri- 
cultural attache in Damascus. The crop, which suffered from a late start due 
to excessive rainfall as well as low temperatures in some growing areas, is 
presently being harvested under favorable weather conditions. The govern- 
tS cotton expansion program has continued to show positive results since 

980. 


HHEEHK 


MEXICO has announced an initial 1983/84 cotton export quota of 
200,000 bales that will be effective until Dec. 31, 1983. Government and in- 
dustry representatives will then review the supply situation and make appro- 
priate recommendations for possible expansion of the quota. Mexican cotton 
exports totaled 400,000 bales in 1982/83 and may reach 300,000-350,000 this 
season. 


-more—- 
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TOBACCO 


CANADA's 1983 tobacco output has rebounded from last year's 
frost-reduced crop. The U.S. agricultural counselor in Ottawa estimates the 
total 1983 tobacco crop at 110,568 tons (farm sales weight), up 58 percent 
from last year, with flue-cured production at 108,000 tons, up 60 percent. 

The growing season in the prime tobacco regions of southwestern Ontario was 
one of the hottest and driest in decades. However, tobacco yields and quality 
were not seriously affected. 


HHKHKE 


MALAWI's flue-cured auction sales for 28 weeks through October 13 to- 
taled 21,117 tons at an average price of 1.91 kwachas (US$1.69) per kilogram. 
For the same period in 1982, sales were 22,103 tons at an average price of 
2.13 kwachas per kilogram. 


Burley sales for the 28 weeks ending October 13 were 34,543 tons at 
an average price of 1.31 kwachas (US$1.16) per kilogram. The 1983 average 
price is far below the 1982 average of 2.16 kwachas for the same time period. 


Total sales of all types of tobacco for the 28 weeks were 70,460 
tons, valued at 118 million kwachas. Sales for the same period in 1982 were 
58,519 tons, valued at 134 million kwachas. 


KKEKKE 


INDONESIA's tobacco usage in 1983 is reported slightly higher than in 
1982, while both imports and exports are marginally lower. Good quality to- 
bacco crops, coupled with the rupiah devaluation of March 30, 1983, have re- 
duced imports, while slack demand for cigar wrapper tobacco in the world mar- 
ket has lowered exports. The 1983 tobacco imports are estimated at 15,000 
tons, compared with 16,600 tons in 1982, while exports are expected at 18,000 
tons against 19,400 tons in 1982. Reduced imports of U.S. tobacco this year 
made up most of that decline. At the same time, other foreign tobacco, not- 
ably Brazilian leaf, is reportedly becoming more acceptable to the Indonesian 
cigarette manufacturing industry. 


HEKEK 


INDIA's exports of unmanufactured tobacco during January-September 
1983 were 62,533 tons, a decline of 34 percent from January-September 1982. 
The Soviet Union was the largest purchaser with 20,498 tons, followed by the 
United Kingdom with 15,755 tons. Reduced shipments to the Soviet Union by 
nearly one-half and absence of Chinese purchases are the main reasons for low- 
er exports. The current estimate for 1983 exports is around 75,000 tons, com- 
pared with 97,887 tons exported in 1982. 


WOOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS 


In FRANCE, forests cover approximately 14 million hectares -- 
one-fourth of the country's land and more than 40 percent of the total forest- 
ed area in the European Community. Hardwoods, mainly oak, beech and poplar, 
account for two-thirds of the total area. 

-more- 
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For the past several years, the inventory of standing timber has re- 
mained relatively stable at about 1.6 billion cubic meters (CUM). However, 
due to the depressed economy, the actual volume harvested has been trending 
downward--from 36,828,000 CUM in 1981, to an estimated 35,100,000 CUM in 1983. 


French production of selected wood products for 1981-83 is estimated 
as follows in 1,000 cubic meters: 


1981 1982 a5 
Logs 17,948 17,481 17,400 
Softwood lumber By 72 Doi 5,400 
Temperate hardwood lumber 2,861 2,408 2,400 
Tropical hardwood lumber 561 b5> 520 
Plywood 537 514 477 
Particleboard 2,290 2,93 1,988 


French consumption of wood products has been declining since 
1980 due to the depressed economy's effects on building activity. The 
outlook for 1983 is for a continuing decline in wood products consump- 
tion due to a further reduction in building activity and lower con- 
sumer purchasing power. Housing starts are expected to drop 3 to 5 
percent. 


France is a net exporter of both softwood and hardwood logs, 
as well as temperate hardwood lumber. Reflecting the general state of 
the world building industry, France's exports of all three items have 
Slumped substantially since 1980. France is also a net importer-- 
mainly of tropical hardwood logs, softwood and tropical hardwood lum- 
ber and panel products. Tropical hardwood logs are imported primarily 
from African producers, and softwood lumber from Canada and Northern 
European suppliers (Sweden, Finland, Norway, USSR and Poland). 


The United States has been traditionally the largest supplier 
of temperate hardwood lumber to France. In 1982, it accounted for 67 
percent of French hardwood lumber imports. The U.S. share of French 
imports of plywood rose from 10 percent in 1981 to 15 percent in 1982. 


S52 
Selected International Prices 


Item >: Nov. 8, 1983 : Change from : A year 
: : previous week : ago 
ROTTERDAM PRICES 1/ $ per Ml $ per bu. $ per MT $ per MT 
Wheat: 
Canadian No. 1 CWRS-13.5%. 208.00 5.66 +2.00 N.Q. 
Un Ose NOs 2 aDNS/ Nove tobe. 188.00 ale +1.50 178.00 
UsseaNoe2 .DEWZEW tid 325% 3 < N.Q. -- = N.Q. 
LON se 2a Sette W ste sales 9 ccs 161.00 4.38 +2.00 152.00 
es ee ORC a ell etts c cets sts 205.00 byes) +2.00 176.00 
Canadian No. 1 A: Durum.. 213.00 5.80 -5.50 193,00 
Feed grains: 
Ueo« NO. >) Yellow Corn: 2.. 163.50 AL +3.00 116.00 
eet NO es ZOOL GhUMEZ a sss N.Q. == -- N.Q. 
PECOgual LCV eo/see eee ose N.Q. -- ae N.Q. 
Soybeans and meal: 
USSR NO. Zee 1 | OWsremis oeeiate 338.20 9.20 +16.45 229-00 
Brazil 47/48% SoyaPellets 4/ 297.00 o- +10.00 218.00 
U.S. 44% Soybean Meal..... 270.00 -~ +8 .00 209.00 
U.S. FARM PRICES 5/ 
LR SE Eons N.S cue Agercar Ae 128.60 3.00 -- 125.66 
BALLGViens wc «+ siete ccitis «+s ects LOOw13 ZA18 +.92 61255 
COLi eye aye. odMeeeet ee «so 1s ¢ IFAS kes 3228 +1.57 85203 
SOLOIPEM'. « eietelerenctatciale + «'s ots « 110.23 S3U0r6/ +1.32 82.89 
BLrOLIGYrS as] /feetere there s+ « ote A ary | -- +15.21 N.A. 
EC IMPORT LEVIES 
Wheat. 1, ideeedecerste certs ses ote 7130 94 -4.10 9135 
Barley .’. ..tsrecmre LI AP ree 50.20 109 -3.10 103.05 
COLL) sls aes ateWete «sce stale se a eee 41.25 1.05 -4.55 94.90 
SOLON 06. aioe o's =: ctete ees cae 58.40 1.48 -5.00 90.40 
BROW /'y. aie ceca ces te 249.90 -- amie y/ 254.00 
EC INTERVENTION PRICES 10/ 
Common wheat(feed quality) 165.75 4.51 -2.74 170.60 
Bread wheat (min. quality) 181.95 4.95 -3.01 188.35 
Barley and all 
other feed grains....... bWasKen Ss -- -2.74 170.60 
Broilerssl ly... sieccicetemietre 1264.00 -- +91 .00 1112.00 
EC EXPORT RESTITUTIONS (subsidies) 
Wheat? 127 irre Sens een 40.10 eo +.21 7ieO5 
WheaberLoliteccce cacti: N.Q. N.Q. N.Q. N.Q. 
Barley o Wettr staterte wricte thete' tse 25.60 0.56 +./2 dled > 
BrOPLeTSmO/ tcctelentelcteshemset sis 171.00 -- N.A. 10/ 187.00 
SUOGERMICTINEO (260.052. 06 N.Q. N.Q. N.Q N.Q. 


1/ Asking prices in U.S. dollars for imported grain and soybeans, c.i.f., 
Rotterdam. 2/ Optional delivery: Argentine Granifero sorghum. 3/ Optional 
delivery: Canadian feed barley. 4/ Optional delivery: Argentine. 5/ Based on 
selected major markets and adjusted to reflect farm prices more closely. 6/ 
Hundredweight (CWT). 7/ Twelve-city average, wholesale weighted average. 8/ 
Durum has a special levy. 9/ EC category--70 percent whole chicken. 10/ 
Reflects lower EC export subsidy-down to 20.00 ECU/100 bag effective 14 Sept 
Soe1romezc.o0 ECU/1L00) bageset injfeb. 1985. 9911/7 F-0:b.) price for rei. G. 
broilers at West German border. 12/ Corrective amount in ECU's: Nov. -8, and 
Dec. -l10. Jan. zero. N.Q.=Not quoted. N.A.=None authorized. Note: Basis 
November delivery. 
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<2 Foreign Agriculture 


Then Foreign Agriculture — USDA’s fact-filled monthly agricultural trade magazine 
— is for you. Based on official USDA data available nowhere else, Foreign Agriculture 
articles are clear and crisp, written to provide the export information you need, ina 
concise and extremely readable form. 


Special information is found in Foreign Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted news 
departments: Fact File, Country Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing News. And its 
tables and graphs will give you an immediate grasp of what’s going On overseas. 


In addition, periodic special issues—such as the one devoted entirely to value- 

added exports—will give you a wide range of detailed information about overseas 
markets. 

If you use agricultural facts and figures in your business, you need Foreign Agriculture. 


Suscribe today! Just $16.00 ($20.00 for foreign delivery) brings you Foreign Agriculture 
for 12 full months. 
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Enter My Subscription To FOREIGN AGRICULTURE 


$16.00 domestic (United States and its possessions); $20.00 foreign. The Government 
Printing Office requires that foreign addressees send international money orders, 
UNESCO coupons, or checks drawn on a domestic bank only. 
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FOREIGN AGRICULTURE CIRCULARS 


The Foreign Agricultural Service issues a number of Foreign Agriculture Circulars during the year on various commodities 
and export services for the food and agricultural trade, as well as specialized publications pertaining to individual commodities. 


HOW TO ORDER: Check the title of each publication you wish to order. Remit a check for the total amount payable to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier’s checks, or international money orders will be accepted 
in payment. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Information Services Staff, Room 5918-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER OF SUBSCRIPTIONS DESIRED BELOW: SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Domestic Foreign 

Mailing Mailing 

10003 COFFEE (3 issues) $ 5.00 $10.00 

10004 COTTON (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: 


10005 EXPORT TRADE & PROSPECTS (8 issues) 14.00 22.00 
10006 MEAT & DAIRY MONTHLY IMPORTS (12 issues) 20.00 25.00 
10007 DAIRY SITUATION (2 issues) 3.00 4,00 
10008 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SITUATION (2 issues) 4.00 7.00 
10009 ALL 24 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 41.00 58.00 
GRAINS: 
10010 WORLD GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (18 issues) 31.00 45.00 
ee eee ee ee 10071 EXPORT MARKETS FOR US. GRAIN (72 issues) 20.00 30.00 
10013 USSR GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
ee ae ee eee ere 10014 ALL 42 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 66.00 95.00 
ee eee 10015 HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS (12 issues) 20.00 30.00 
10016 OILSEEDS & PRODUCTS (14 issues) 30.00 45.00 
10017 SEEDS (4 issues) 9.00 15.00 
eee, 10018 SUGAR, MOLASSES & HONEY (4 issues) 7.00 11.00 
10019 TEA, SPICES & ESSENTIAL OILS (3 issues) 5.00 7.00 
10020 TOBACCO (12 issues) 25.00 40.00 
a eee er 10021 WORLD CROP PRODUCTION (12 issues) 18.00 25.00 
10022 COCOA (2 issues) 3.00 4.00 
TOTAL REPORTS ORDERED TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 





ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $ MADE PAYABLE TO FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE. 
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